PRESS RELEASE 

“SERBIAN BLUEBERRY” – THE FIRST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE BLUEBERRY PRODUCERS

BELGRADE – January 5, 2010 

Founding assembly of the Blueberry Producers National Association “Serbian Blueberry” was held on December 28, in the premises of the Fruit Research Institute in Cacak , with the assistance of the USAID Agribusiness Project

Newly formed Association gathers 20 members – founders of the Association, including leading blueberry producers from all over the Serbia, suppliers of resources for the blueberry production, and advisory service providers.   
New association aims to promote production, processing and marketing of cultivated blueberries and its promotion at the national and international markets. Newly formed association will continue to have technical and financial support of USAID in the implementation of listed activities

At the founding assembly of the association "Serbian Blueberry”, members of the Association signed The Founding Act, elected president and appointed Board of Directors consisting of the founding members from Arilje, Bajina Basta and Cacak. .

Mr. Aleksandar Leposavic, Berry Fruit Research Associate at the Fruit Research Institute in Cacak, was elected president. In the last five years Mr Leposavic was engaged in the provision of professional and advisory services on startup of blueberry production in Serbia.  
According to Mr. Leposavic, the main activities of the Association will be focused on improving production technology and cultivars, use of good production practices from related organizations in the world, and the successful joint appearance and placement on more demanding world market. 
USAID Agribusiness Project cooperates with Serbian farmers in all stages of the production cycle throughout the system "from farm to fork", in order to maximize the value of Serbian agricultural products’ sales and encourage job creation in agriculture.

For additional information on association “Serbian Blueberry”, or additional photos from the Founding Assembly, please contact USAID Agribusiness Project office in Cacak, Dragise Misovica 73, Tel.032/371-554, or e-mail to Sasa_Marusic@agrobiznis.net. 

For additional information on USAID Agribusiness Project, please visit our web site www.agrobiznis.net or contact:   

Danijela Sever Radovanovic, Communication Adviser,

E-mail: Danijela_Sever-Radovanovic@agrobiznis.net; Tel. +381 11 242 6611; 063/86-29-348
