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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE




        
Tuesday, April 20, 2010
PRESS RELEASE

U.S. Ambassador to Serbia, H.E. Mary Warlick visited on Friday the farmers cooperative “Voćko” in Tavankut, near Subotica.

Vocko Cooperative was formed with USAID assistance and has been a long-term partner of U.S. assistance programs. Since its foundation, the cooperative received equipment and technical assistance by the USAID in the total value of $120,000.
Željko Nimčević, “Voćko” cooperative Manager, stated that the cooperative members are honored by U.S. Ambassador’s visit. “We hope that USAID will continue to support us in our future efforts, especially regarding our plans for a new facility for fruit processing and making of the feasibility study for this project”.

With USAID Agribusiness project assistance “Voćko” has already produced new promotional materials, marked and branded their products, while cooperative members were provided with trainings on technology of apple production and storage. Agribusiness project also made possible for “Voćko” representatives to participate at international food fairs in Berlin and Moscow.

The cooperation between „Voćko“ and USAID will continue in the future. Together with the Ministry of agriculture, the Agribusiness Project will organize trainings on cooperatives’ management, strategic planning, finances, marketing and sales. In addition, within the “Fruitland” association, “Vocko” will work on opening of the new facility for apple processing, which will result in new employment and increase profitability through sales of packaged semi-final products. 

For additional information on this visit, please contact Danijela Šever Radovanović, Communications advisor, USAID Agribusiness project, at 063/86-29-348. For more information on the USAID Agribusiness project, pls. visit our web site www.agrobiznis.net 

* * *
Agribusiness Project of the U.S. Agency for international development (USAID) is working with Serbian agricultural producers on all stages of the value chain “from field to fork” to help them increase sales and employement in Serbian agriculture.
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