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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE




        
Tuesday, November 2, 2010 
NEWS RELEASE

USA SUPPORTS AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTHERN SERBIA

New regional office of the USAID Agribusiness Project has been opened today in Nis, at the address 44-46/I, Kralja Stefana Prvovencanog St.  

The office was officially opened by Milos Simonovic, the Mayor of Nish, Susan Fritz, USAID Mission Director, and Louis Faoro, USAID Agribusiness Project Chief of Party. Slobodan Kocic, Mayor of Leskovac, also attended the opening. 

Louis Faoro said on the occasion: “By opening the Nish offices  we wish to support the economic development in southern Serbia, particularly in agriculture and agribusiness. We will work on creating new jobs and increasing sales of Serbian agricultural products, produced by individual farmers and agribusiness enterprises.”

USAID Agribusiness project provides advisory and financial support to Serbian farmers, producer organizations, agriculture development service providers and agricultural enterprises in all stages of the production cycle throughout the system "from farm to fork".  Special attention, within the planned activities, is given to the involvement and support of youth and women in agribusiness. 

USAID Agribusiness Project is a five year project which started in 2007, with a budget of 25 million dollars. The Project works in six selected sectors:

1. Berries,

2. Dairy, 

3. Herbs, Spices and Mushrooms,

4. Livestock,

5. Tree Fruit, and 

6. Vegetables. 

Project seeks to contribute to the improvement of agricultural production, quality and packaging of agricultural products, increased competitiveness of Serbian agricultural enterprises and to enable access to new, international markets for export. This will be achieved through advisory assistance of domestic and American agricultural experts and through the Grants program. In cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management, the Project is also working on improving the Enabling Environment for Serbian Agribusiness. 
***

For additional information on the event, please contact Danijela Sever Radovanovic, Communication Adviser, tel.  +381 11 242 6611; 063/86-29-348, E-mail: Danijela_Sever-Radovanovic@agrobiznis.net ; For additional information on USAID Agribusiness Project, please visit our web site www.agrobiznis.net  
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