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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE




        
Friday, August 27, 2010 
NEWS RELEASE

SUPPORT TO LONG-TERM DEVELOPMENT OF THE DAIRY SECTOR

IN SUMADIJA REGION 
Representatives of the Ministry of agriculture, water management and forestry of the Republic of Serbia, USAID Agribusiness project, dairy companies “Kuc” and “Mladost” and local NGO “Center for information and education” signed on August 26, 2010, in Kragujevac a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU).
The goal of this MoU is to support the long-term development of the dairy sector in the Sumadija region. With the financial and technical assistance from the Ministry and USAID Agribusiness Project, the “Kuc” and “Mladost” dairies will establish a permanent training center for dairy farmers and expand the network of milk collection centers. Individual milk producers working with these dairy processors will receive assistance for modernization of their dairy farms as well as theoretical and practical training, which will enable them to increase the quantity and quality of the milk they supply.

The budget for the „Support to the sustainable dairy sector in Sumadija region” project is $130,000.
H.E. Mary Warlick, U.S. Ambassador  and Assistant Minister of Agriculture Milos Milovanovic participated at the signing ceremony yesterday, joined by Jezdimir Kuc on behalf of the „Kuc” Dairy, Goran Tadic, the General Manager of the „Mladost” Dairy and Dusan Obradovic, Project Manager, from a Kragujevac-based NGO „Center for Information and education”.

Sumadija is an important dairy region for Serbia.  The “Sustainable Dairy Sector in Sumadija” project provides a unique opportunity to integrate all stakeholders in the dairy industry.  This integration and collaboration is necessary for dairy development in Sumadija.  I expect that it will have a multiplier effect on other dairy regions in Serbia - stated Ambassador Warlick on the occassion.
Assistant Minister Milovanovic said that the Serbian Ministry of agriculture decided to support this project in order to ensure the transfer of modern knowledge from both domestic and foreign experts to all involved in the milk production and processing in this region.

Jezdimir Kuč emphasized that a supply of high quality raw milk is the key  prerequisite for good products and competitive production, both on the local as well as on the international market.
I hope the project will have a long-term impact on improvement of the quality of life in rural areas and opening of new jobs in the Sumadija region - stated Dušan Obradović 
For additional information on this event, please contact Danijela Šever Radovanović, Communications advisor, USAID Agribusiness project, at 063/86-29-348 or via email: danijela_sever-radovanovic@agrobiznis.net For more information on the USAID Agribusiness project, pls. visit our web site www.agrobiznis.net
* * *

Agribusiness Project of the U.S. Agency for international development (USAID) is working with Serbian agricultural producers on all stages of the value chain “from field to fork” to help them increase sales and employement in Serbian agriculture.
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